POPULAR TALES

say that in this confinement I had leisure sufficient to make a
note-book, and to copy my notes : so I had, and it was my
firm intention so to have done; but I put it off because I
thought it would take up but a few hours7 time, and it could
be done any day. Besides, the weather was so excessively
hot, that f6r the first week, I could do nothing but unbutton
my waistcoat and drink sherbet. Visits of ceremony from
mandarins took up much of our time: they spoke and moved
like machines ; and it was with much difficulty that our inter-
preter made us understand the meaning* of their formal
sentences, which were seldom worth the trouble of deciphering.
We saw them fan themselves, drink tea, eat sweetmeats and
rice, and chew betel; but it was scarcely worth while to come
all the way from Europe to see this, especially as any common
Chinese paper or screen would give an adequate idea of these
figures in their accustomed attitudes.

I spent another week in railing at these abominably stupid
or unnecessarily cautious creatures of ceremony, and made
memorandums for an eloquent chapter in my work.

One morning we were agreeably surprised by a visit from a
mandarin of a very different description. We were astonished
to hear a person in the habit of a Chinese, and bearing the
title of a mandarin, address us in French: he informed us that
he was originally a French Jesuit, and came over to China
with several missionaries from Paris; but as they were pro-
hibited from promulgating their doctrines in this country, most
of them had returned to France ; a few remained, assumed the
dress and manners of the country, and had been elevated to
the rank of mandarins as a reward for their learning. The
conversation of our Chinese Jesuit was extremely entertaining
and instructive: he was delighted to hear news from Europe,
and we were eager to obtain from him information respecting
China. I paid particular attention to him, and I was so
fortunate as to win his confidence, as far as the confidence of
a Jesuit can be won. He came frequently to visit me, and did
me the honour to spend some hours in my apartment.

As he made it understood that these were literary visits, and
as his character for propriety was well established with the
government, he excited no suspicion, and we spent our time
most delightfully between books and conversation. He gave
rnej by his anecdotes and descriptions, an insight into the
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